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World Hindi Day

The Government of India has decided to commemdi@felanuary
every year as World Hindi Day with a view to promaise of Hindi abroad.
The message of the Prime Minister is read out @ndbcasion and various
activities / competitions are organized and prizésphies are awarded to
winning participants. Hindi is taught in the Uniggy of Ghent's Indology
department. Since students were busy with th@iselmester examinations
followed by one week of leave, the World Hindi Dagis organized on the
26" April 2010 in the Embassy Auditorium. It wasemitled by the 26
students who are studying in the Indology departm@n this occasion a
short movie on the Indology course produced bysthidents was screened.
Speeches in Hindi were delivered by the studentslirAli quiz contest was
organised. A Hindi film dance was performed by tlaecer Mayer Sapera
from Ghent. there was also a short theatre perfocaan Hindi by the
students. A speech was given by the AmbassadorJdmini Bhagwati,
appreciating the efforts put in by the students.

Prizes were given to the winners and afterwards shedents
interacted with the officers and the Ambassador avieght tea. The World
Hindi Day was a success and more such events ailirganised in the near
future.




Launch of first product of Imaginell

Imaginell is a young Belgian company (launched jeesir) that aims
to sell green toys for children using sustainabétamals and local European
production. It claims to produce products that aeeyclable or bio
degradable after their life cycle is over. A spécaward ceremony of
Imaginell was organised in Brussels on the 15tAmil on the occasion of
launch of Imaginell’s first product ‘My Magic BoxX¥or every product sold
a school bag is gifted to an Indian child throuple tndia based NGO
“Going to School” explaining to them life of Indiachildren. “Going to
School” is an NGO that prints children’s books sash‘Going to School in
India” which is a children’s book that tells 25 1963 of going to school in
India. It also produces mini-movies which have bagad on channels such
as POGO, Cartoon Network & National Geographic. &hard ceremony
was organised to honour the price winner of a cditnpe called 'je suis
ecoiste' who will receive the first 'My Magic Bor'Belgium. Imaginell has
already distributed 1000 school bags to Indian schbildren. The event is
small yet of great importance. This function wateraded by an Embassy
representative to encourage greater interactiotvgelem Belgium and India
and to connect children around the world and tethehm about other
cultures.




Dance performance organised by Espace Sapna

The cultural organisation Sapna organized an egenof
Bharatnatyam Classical South Indian Dance and MasicSaturday, the
24th April 2010 at Cultural Centre of Perwez (Baelg) on the theme:
“Darshan — Visions of the Divine”. The event wagugurated by Mrs. Rita
Bhagwati, spouse of the Indian Ambassador Dr. JaiBBhagwati. The
event was attended by a large number of people frmrtown of Perwez
and was highly appreciated. @ The dancers HannesDand Michelle
Sequeira interpreted this classical dance form. Thereography by
Kalpanna Raghuraman brought out the desired aspébes singer: S.
Kannan, the Mridangam player: Bhavani Shankar, #win player:
Lenneke Van Staalen; and the Guitar player: AndiswBne also ably
backed the dancers and contributed towards creatspecial atmoshere. A
few years ago, a cultural association “Sapna” dadat to India was created
by Raphael and Jacinta Sequeira, which servepksa for exchanges and
meetings amongst cultures and art forms. Theiriaita weave links and to
open doorways between different cultures and tosvatds aim, they
regularly organize a variety of activities.




An Odissi danceby Ms Moumita Ghosh

The Embassy, in collaboration with the Cultural @mgation
“Anubhuti”, organized an Odissi Dance performangévis Moumita Ghosh
on 18" June 2010 in the Embassy Auditorium. The perfoceanf Ms
Ghosh showed one of the eight classical dance fofriredia. Odissis one
of the eight classical dance forms of India. Itgorates from the state of
Orissa, in eastern India. It is the oldest sungwitance form of India on the
basis of archaeological evidences. The Odissi daisceparticularly
distinguished from other classical Indian dancen®iby the importance it
places upon the tribhangi (literally: three partgadk), the independent
movement of head, chest and pelvis, and upon tis& [sjuare stance
known as chauka. Ms. Moumita Ghosh is an Odisscelaof national and
international repute. Trained under the renownepoer&nt of the style,
Madhavi Mudgal, her dance exudes a combinationeohrical clarity in
pure dance and subtlety in the expressional aspkeetone hour programme
was attended by a large number of people.




“VYovage au coeur de I'Ind€ organised by La Poterie Dubois

La Poterie Dubois from the city of Bouffioulx orgaed a 3 day event called
“Voyage au coeur de I'Inde”. La Poterie Dubois me@mber of Management
of the French Museums. Each year, they participatan annual spring
meeting of the museums in Europe for helping Eumapatizens rediscover
their cultural heritage. This year, La PoteriebDig focused on theme
“India- Voyage to the heart of India” from 14 Ma@10 to 16 May 2010.

the event was inaugurated by Mrs. Rita Bhagwatousp of the Indian

Ambassador Dr. Jaimini Bhagwati. The three dayvaes consisted of

Indian Classical Dances, an Indian traditional mage, Bollywood style

dance, a fashion show with Indian costumes, sthgevs and of course
mouth watering Indian food. Approximately 300Gitors attended the
event.




The Asia Pacific Women’s Association (APWA) Bazaar

The Asia Pacific Women’s Association (APWA) in Bsets organised a
Charity Bazaar on Saturday "L2June 2010 at the Cultural Centre of
Auderghem. The Indian Embassy was an active paaintiin this function.
It's stall provided indian food, handicrafts, amaditist material to the many
visitors. A return air ticket to India was providbg Jet Airways. Mala India
also sponsored prizes for this event. A large numlb@eople attended this
function and made it a big success.

India Day function on 15 June 2010 at the EmbassydRidence
Mrs. Rita Bhagwati, spouse of the Indian Ambass&xodaimini Bhagwati,
organised an India Day function on 15 June at thébd&ssador’s residence
(Embassy Residence). Stalls of Indian handicrafésewset-up. A Yoga
demonstration was conducted by Bikram Yoga, Brgsgelarge number of
members of the diplomatic community attended. Thection was an
attempt to depict to the citizens of Belgium thehrand varied culture of
India.




A Passage to Asia organised by Bozar

“A Passage to Asiathrows light on 2,500 years of exchanges betweea As
and Europe and also between different Asian peoples exhibition was
formally inaugurated on 24 June 2010. The exhibitipresents an
exceptional selection of over 300 decorative anistar objects never
previously shown in Europe: burial urns, bronzeuait drums, gold
jewellery, ivories, old maps, and unique textilas, well as extraordinary
cargo recently recovered from shipwrecks at théoboof the sea. Both the
exhibition and a festival will coincide with the EA#$ (Asia-Europe
Meeting) 2010 summit. India is a major pariticpant this exhibition.
Furhter information can be had from Bozar.




Screening of Indian movies at the Embassy

Since February, the Cultural Wing of the Embassy &tarted screening
classic Indian movies every month in the Embasgiitawum. The film is
usually programmed for screening on the last Fridayhe month. The
entrance is free. The following movies have alydagken screened:

1. Pather Panchali

2. Aparajito

3. Apur Sansar ( thus completing the Trilogy of Apu3styajit Ray )

4. The Namesake by Mira Nair
All those interested in watching movies on a bigeen are most welcome to
convey their e-mail address to the Cultural Wing tbé Embassy at
info@indembassy.be
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